
When we first met Tamara (Carnahan) 
Weaver, she was headed off to college at 
Valparaiso University. Tamara received a 
Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship 
from the Porter County Community 
Foundation in 2002. The scholarship 
covered tuition, fees and books to any 
college or university in Indiana. 

Tamara grew up in Chesterton with her 
parents, both school teachers, and her 
younger brother. She was involved in soccer 
and played the cello, but ultimately, her time on the 
speech & debate team helped inspire her passion...to 
become a lawyer. 

“My mom and I still talk about the day the letter 
arrived notifying me that I was to be a Lilly Scholar,” 
said Tamara. “We ran outside cheering and crying; 
we almost couldn’t believe it!” Tamara had lost her father just a few years prior. “I was able to attend 
Valparaiso University without having to take out any loans, which was a nearly immeasurable benefit in 
itself. Financially, the scholarship was an incredible benefit to my family and personally allowed me to stay 

close to home.” Being there for her brother’s high school sports was so 
important for her.  
 
Tamara graduated from Valparaiso University with a degree in Political 
Science and continued on to Valparaiso University Law School. After 
law school, she received a post-graduate fellowship with the Office of 
the Indiana Attorney General. “I always say there are so many events 
and people who shape where your life takes you and I can credit 
the Lilly scholarship with playing a major role. It allowed me to attend 
Valparaiso University, which would’ve been otherwise out of my price 
range, and ultimately set me up for the job I have today.“   

Tamara is now a Deputy Attorney General, Consumer Litigation 
Division, for the State of Indiana and has been in this role since 2010. 

Tamara lives in Zionsville, Indiana with her husband (and high school sweetheart), Mark, and their 3 
daughters. She volunteers for her local community foundation in Boone County on the scholarship 
committee, helping make other students’ dreams come true. 
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“
“There is a place 
for everyone. Your 
job is to learn as 
much as you can 
and, I would argue, 
to prepare yourself 
to make the world 
a better place.”

Tamara Weaver
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How it’s going

Tamara Weaver, Indiana Deputy Attorney General



Scholarships are made possible because of generosity—the act of sharing a little bit of what one has 
for the well-being of others. It is the ultimate expression of kindness. It makes all good things possible 
including helping students with their pursuit of education. Many scholarship funds are named in honor 
or memory of someone special and serve as a lasting legacy. The Foundation is honored that the 
following named scholarship funds have been created:

 

In addition to the named funds above, NIPSCO has been a generous supporter of the Foundation’s 
scholarship program.
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Larry and Jerilyn Klemz Scholarship Fund
Largura Family Scholarship Fund
Shawn Moyer Memorial Scholarship Fund

Plesac Family Scholarship Fund
Tom and Alice Roberts Scholarship Fund
Tom and Georgia Bricker Scholarship Fund

Aidan Bartnicki Nolan Bernth Mary Biggs Indria Carver Abigale Donovan

Claire Epler Brianna Gast Katie Hansen Morgan Hippie Mark Holder

Emma Santos Quinlan Scott Savanna Steele Alexandra Suarez Haylee Wiegman Claire Wiltfang

Madison Ilic Lily Maynard Jacob Noel Lily NuestKwaTashea Marfo

Ensuring the next generation of qualified healthcare 
professionals is the goal of several of the Foundation’s named 
scholarship funds. The generosity of Dr. John and Linnea 
Forchetti helps educate nurses; the Mary E. Bartz Scholarship 
Fund also provides resources for nursing students; and the 
Linda Reyes-Popovich Memorial Scholarship Fund and Porter 
Health Occupations Fund offers scholarships to students 
enrolled in a health-related field of study.

Recipients20
21

(back, left to right) Hannah Krueger, Elva Cabrera and Anna Perdicologos
(front, left to right) Dr. John and Linnea Forchetti

Jordan Hippie Leiara Lara

Casimir Rosinski Joseph Roytan Bailey Snyder

TO
M

 &
 G

EO
RGIA BRICKER SCHOLAR

TO
M

 &
 G

EO
RGIA BRICKER SCHOLAR

Stephanie H

an
o

Stephanie H

an
o

S
H

A
W

N
 M

OYER M
EMORIAL SCHOLAR

S
H

A
W

N
 M

OYER M
EMORIAL SCHOLAR

Anna Hershberger, with Nick a
nd

 B
ev

 M
oy

er

Anna Hershberger, with Nick a
nd

 B
ev

 M
oy

er

HARLA
N

 S
IE

G
E

S
M

U
N

D
 L

IB

ERTY TOWNSHIP ALUM

N
I SC

H
O

L
A

R

HARLA
N

 S
IE

G
E

S
M

U
N

D
 L

IB

ERTY TOWNSHIP ALUM

N
I SC

H
O

L
A

R

Zachary M
yers

Zachary M
yers

Emma Ault Heather GengnagelAracely Chalpeno 

Rosemarie 
Gonsiorowski



ANDREW ARNOLD
Precision Control Systems

CHERI BIRKY
Birky Farms

DEREK BRAGGS
Merrill Lynch

TIM COLEMAN
Centier Bank

SARADHA DE JESUS
Panduit

JULIE ELISHA
McColly Real Estate

DR. ARJUN GUPTA
Retired Physician

CAROL HALL
Berglund Construction

DAVID HOLLENBECK
Blachly Tabor Bozik 
   &  Hartman

SCOTT HUFFORD
Portage Township Schools

JOE JASKOWIAK
Hoeppner, Wagner 
   & Evans

STEPHANIE JONES
Amazon

GEOFF LACIAK
Laciak Accountancy Group

JEFFREY LEWIS
Shive-Hattery

MEGAN MARSHALL 
CAPTrust

KENT MISHLER
Horizon Bank

AMY PARKER
Portage Economic 
    Development Corporation

DESILA ROSETTI
Organizational 
   Development Solutions

JENNIFER SHIKANY
NIPSCO

JACKI STUTZMAN
Philanthropist

MATT VESSELY
1st Source Bank

JENNIFER VIDIMOS
Retired Educator

JOHN WALSH
Heat Wagon

CELINA WEATHERWAX
McMillan Family 
   Foundation

MICHAEL WENDAHL
Incremedical Corporation 
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The Porter County 
Community Foundation has 
awarded 91 Lilly Endowment 
Community Scholarships to 
Porter County students since 
1998. This scholarship pays 
full tuition and fees to any 
college or university in the 
state of Indiana and $900 
each year for books. 


