
When we think of the word 
anatomy, our minds 
automatically go to the 

human body--an intricate system 
of organs, muscles and bones that make up the structure of who we are. Our bodies are a perfect 
example of different systems working together for the greater good. By now, you must be wondering 
how human anatomy relates to the Foundation? Just as the body is a multi-faceted structure, 
charitable gifts often involve several components—donors, nonprofits and professional advisors—that 
work together to create a powerful benefit for the community.

Morgan Township resident Emily Remster, a Porter County Community Foundation founding Board 
member and current member of the Grant Committee, understands the important role the Morgan 
Township Volunteer Fire Department plays in her safety and that of her neighbors. One of those 
neighbors, Josh Kandel, happens to be the Assistant Chief of the Morgan Township Volunteer Fire 
Department. With a strong commitment to doing her part to support the critical work of the 
fire department, Emily set out to explore the possibility of starting an endowment fund for the 
department’s benefit. 

Darby Straw of Edward Jones is one of Emily’s trusted professional advisors. Darby works with 
his clients to create sound financial plans that will see them through their retirement years. He 
also recognizes the importance of charitable giving in the lives of those with a heart for their 
community. “When Emily comes in my office, I can see the joy and I can feel the warmth in her heart 
as she gets ready to take the next distribution and apply it to the community that she loves,” said 
Straw.

Emily and Darby worked with the Community Foundation 
to structure a gift that made sense financially, would last 
forever and would benefit all of Morgan Township. The 
Emily Remster Fund for the Morgan Township Volunteer 
Fire Department is the result of that collaboration. “I’d 
like to encourage other Morgan Township residents to 
donate,” said Emily. “If they want a fire truck to come to 
their house, it’s the volunteer fire department that will 
come. It’s up to us to take care of them so they can take 
care of us when lives are on the line.”

Josh Kandel hopes that Emily’s gift will serve as an 
example to others. Josh added, “After Emily made the gift, 
I asked other area Fire Chiefs if they had an endowment 
like this. No one I talked to has had someone step up to 
support their Fire Department in this manner.”

Like the human body, a charitable gift that’s built to last requires care and attention. Emily’s 
gift, Darby’s guidance, the Foundation’s expertise in making generosity last and the Morgan Fire 
Department’s dedication to serving the community are all working together for good, forever.

The Foundation is here to help you, your advisor and your favorite nonprofit organization create a 
meaningful, lasting gift, just like we helped Emily, Darby and Josh.
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Thank  You 

  Jacki
for 9 years of service 
on the Foundation 
Board of Directors. We 
are grateful for your 
support & guidance.

Jacki Stutzman 
Board Emeritus

Physical structures of all kinds play a key role in our lives every single day. They provide 
us shelter, a place to learn, be entertained, exercise and heal when we are sick or injured 
and a place for collaboration. This list goes on.

Most nonprofit organizations rely on buildings or other types of facilities to carry out 
their mission. Providing high-quality programming requires up-to-date, safe, accessible 
infrastructure designed for specific audiences. Sometimes campuses can be renovated or 
modified; sometimes it’s best to start fresh.

Recognizing that the built environment is essential to an organization’s ability to do its 
very best work, the Foundation ardently strives to support requests for capital campaign 
funding. Most recently, the Foundation’s Board of Directors approved funding for two such 
requests. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana was awarded support 
for the construction of a brand new Valpo Club and Shirley Heinze Land Trust received 
funding for improvements at its flagship location, Meadowbrook Nature Preserve.

Boys & Girls Club
The Valparaiso Boys & Girls Club has been located 
in the historic Gardner School Building for 50 years.  
While there is deep respect for its magnificence and 
several generations of families have benefitted from 
it in various ways, it no longer serves the needs of 
club members. The new facility will be equipped with 
a teen room, STEM lab, two full-size gymnasiums, 
rock wall, art room and much more.  “This is an 
unbelievable opportunity for our club, the city of 
Valparaiso, youth and their families,” said Ryan 
Smiley, President and CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Northwest Indiana. “It’s time for the 
next generation of children to have the opportunity to reach their full potential.”

Shirley Heinze Land Trust     
Shirley Heinze Land Trust’s Meadowbrook Nature 

Preserve will gain enhanced amenities that will 
provide a place for schools and youth-based 

organizations to meet and learn outside; an outdoor 
conservation center where families and friends 

can gather in nature; a restored amphitheater 
nestled in the forest for hosting outdoor concerts; 

and individuals living with mobility challenges may 
experience local wildlife on ADA-accessible trails.  

Knowledge of the vast benefits of spending time outdoors, especially immersed in nature, is 
increasing nearly every day. Kris Krouse, Executive Director of Shirley Heinze Land Trust said, “These 
enhancements will enable community residents across the region to experience the wonders of 

nature at Meadowbrook. We are thankful for the Foundation’s generous support.”

Past building campaigns include:
Boys & Girls Club Duneland Facility

The Caring Place Shelter
Harold “Hal” Kelley Respite House II

Ivy Tech Community College—Valparaiso Campus
MAAC Foundation

Neighbors Corporation for Neighbors Place
Opportunity Enterprises Lakeside Facility

Portage Township YMCA
Porter County Library Children’s Plaza

Porter County Parks Sunset Hill Silo Project
Valparaiso Family YMCA

Visiting Nurse Association Hospice Center
Visiting Nurse Association Phoenix Center



ANDREW ARNOLD
Precision Control Systems

CHERI BIRKY
Birky Farms

DEREK BRAGGS
Merrill Lynch

TIM COLEMAN
Centier Bank

SARADHA DE JESUS
Panduit

JULIE ELISHA
McColly Real Estate

DR. ARJUN GUPTA
Retired Physician

CAROL HALL
Berglund Construction

DAVID HOLLENBECK
Blachly Tabor Bozik 
   &  Hartman

SCOTT HUFFORD
Portage Township Schools

JOE JASKOWIAK
Hoeppner, Wagner 
   & Evans

STEPHANIE JONES
Amazon

GEOFF LACIAK
Laciak Accountancy Group

JEFFREY LEWIS
Shive-Hattery

MEGAN MARSHALL 
CAPTrust

KENT MISHLER
Horizon Bank

AMY PARKER
bNutty

DESILA ROSETTI
Organizational 
   Development Solutions

JENNIFER SHIKANY
NIPSCO

MATT VESSELY
1st Source Bank

JENNIFER VIDIMOS
Retired Educator

JOHN WALSH
Heat Wagon

CELINA WEATHERWAX
McMillan Family 
   Foundation

MICHAEL WENDAHL
Incremedical Corporation

Non Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit 185

Valparaiso IN
1401 Calumet Avenue • Valparaiso, IN 46383

BILL HIGBIE
President & CEO 

BRENDA SHEETZ
Vice President

MARY JANE EISENHAUER, EdD
Executive Director, First Things 
     First Porter County

ERYN LEONHARD
Communications & 
     Marketing Director 

KARISA ZACARIAS
Accountant

JANELLE LEWIN
Receptionist 

C O M M U N I T Y
F O U N D AT I O N

Est. 1996

Porter County

StaffStaff

BoardBoard219.465.0294

info@pccf.gives   

www.pccf.gives

1401 Calumet Avenue
Valparaiso, IN 46383

TOGETHER...we givewe give
Mike Anton
Jim Anton
Andy Arnold
Mike Baird
Matt Burden
Karl Cender
Mark Chamberlain
Dean Cobble
Tim Coleman
Dillon Dalton
Don Eisenhauer
Craig Gall
Kurt Gaskell
Rod Gayda
Jeff Hahn
Phil Hahn
Tim Healy
Bill Higbie
Matthew Higbie

Larry Holt
Scott Hufford
Mike Jones
Kirk Kalinke
David Karp
Paul Knauff
Brad Koeppen
Jon Leetz
Tristan Leonhard
Bill Maar
Dave Milligan
Kurt Minko
Andy Moats
Al Morrisson
Ralph Neff
David Nevill
Tim Norman
David Reynolds
Tim Rice

Tom Roberts
Paul Rommelmann
Neil Samahon
Will Scharp
Rich Schmidt
John Schoening
Mike Sheetz
Gregg Sobkowski
Martin Sonnenberg
Ed Spelde
Jordan Stanfill
Garner Tullis
Rick Urschel
Matt Vessely
Scott Vidimos
John Walsh
Bob Wanek
Mike Wendahl
Alex Woloshansky

Meet the Men’s Fund Members of 2021:

Men’s Fund grant recipient for 2021!

DUNES LEARNING CENTER
Congratulations

“As a CEO of an organization that is a benefactor of 
the generosity of so many individuals and businesses, I 
feel it’s important to support other organizations that 
in some way support this great community. Giving to 

the Men’s Fund 
allows me that 
ability. I find the 
process also to 
be a way to learn 
more about 
the efforts and 
benefits of other 
organizations 
and how they 
deliver their 
services.”

- Neil Samahon,
CEO at Opportunity 

Enterprises

To strengthen our community through 
                      lasting generosity and leadership.


